The Other Lincoln – Douglass Debates
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Lincoln – Douglass Meetings

Monday, August 10, 1863
“I felt big there” (Douglass at the White House)
Friday, August 19, 1864
“An alarmed condition” (Douglass on Lincoln)
Saturday, March 4, 1865
“A sacred effort” (Douglass on Second Inaugural Address)
Two Views, One Person

“[T]here is no reason in the world, why the negro is not entitled to all the natural rights enumerated in the Declaration of Independence, the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

  --Abraham Lincoln, August 21, 1858

"I am not nor ever have been in favor of bringing about in any way, the social and political equality of the white and black races."

  --Abraham Lincoln, September 18, 1858

“Abraham Lincoln, while unsurpassed in his devotion to the white race, was also in a sense hitherto without example, emphatically the black man's President:  the first to show any respect for their rights as men.”

--Frederick Douglass, 1865

“Abraham Lincoln was not, in the fullest sense of the word, either our man or our model. In his interests, in his associations, in his habits of thought, and in his prejudices, he was a white man. He was preeminently the white man's President, entirely devoted to the welfare of white men.”

--Frederick Douglass, 1876 
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Frederick Douglass


(1818-1895)
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Abraham Lincoln


(1809-1865)
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